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ADMINISTRATOR SIGNS TEXTILE MINIMUli WAGE ORDER 

A Vvage Order, d i r e c t i n g payment of a t l e a s t 32-1/2 cen ts an hour t o 

employees in the t e x t i l e i ndus t ry on and a f t e r October 24, 1939 was signed 

today by Adminis t ra tor Elmer F, Andrews of the Wage and Hour Div i s ion , U. S. 

Department of Labor. On the same da te the " f l o o r for vmges" f o r a l l i n d u s t r i e s 

engaged in i n t e r s t a t e cor;merce, or in the product ion of goods for i n t e r s t a t e ':'.. 

commerce, goes fron 25 cen t s an hour t o 30 cents an hour . ^ 

I t i s e s t imated t h a t about 175,000 employoes in the t e x t i l o i n d u s t r y , 

as def ined i n t h i s Order, are p r e s e n t l y being pa id l o s s than 3 2 - l / 2 cents an 

hour. 

The minimum wage r a t e of 3 2 - l / 2 oents an hour v/ss recommended on May 23 , 

J.939, by Indus t ry Conraittoo No. 1 undor t h e F a i r Labor Standards Act, Donald M. 

Nelson, Chairman, a f t e r an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of cond i t ions in the i n d u s t r y . Admin

i s t r a t o r Andrews held pub l i c hea r ings on t h e recommendation in Washington and 

At l an t a over a per iod of t h r e o weeks, in which more than 100 v/ i tnosscs wore 

heard i n support and oppos i t i on , and a r eco rd of nore than 3,000 pages compiled. 

In s igning the Order, Adminis t ra tor Andrcr/s i s sued h i s "Findings and 

Opinion" in v/hich he s a i d , "Upon the v.hole r eco rd I f ind t h a t the recommendation 

of t h e Committee, t h a t a 3 2 - l / 2 cent minimura wago r a t e i s t he h i g h e s t minimum 

wage r a t e f o r the Tex t i l e I n d u s t r y which, having due regard to economic and 

conpeti"tivo c o n d i t i o n s , v / i l l no t s u b s t a n t i a l l y c u r t a i l employnent in tho 

i n d u s t r y , i s suppor ted by t h o evidence adduced a t t h i s h e a r i n g . " 
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